
NEWNEW

MARIA 
SHRIVER

Finds
Love  
After

Arnold
p.34

 After tragedy suddenly strikes, friends and family 
share stories of the comic legend’s greatest triumphs 

over adversity. Plus: Her funniest moments from
tiny comedy clubs to superstardom  p.28

ELVIS PRESLEY
The King’s Last 

Love Reveals His 
     Final Wish  p.36

SEPTEMBER 15, 2014 CLOSER TO THE STARS YOU LOVE

ANGELINA & BRAD
Married

     at Last! p.32

EXCLUSIVE

A Life of 
Laughter

JOAN RIVERS

2014 CLOSER TO THE STARS YOU LOVE

$
3

.9
9

document5197326866458933233.indd   1 8/29/14   9:25 AM



SEPTEMBER 15, 2014  VOL. 2  ISSUE 37

TO THE STARS YOU LOVE

Closer (ISSN 2371-9710) is published 52 times per year by Bauer Magazine L.P., 270 Sylvan Ave. Englewood Cli� s NJ 07632. The subscription price for one year 
(52 issues) is $119.97 for U.S. orders. Canadian orders are $171.97 prepaid in U.S. funds. Foreign orders are $197.97 prepaid in U.S. funds. Periodicals postage 
paid at Paramus, NJ and additional mailing o�  ces. POSTMASTER: Please send all subscription inquiries and address changes to: Closer, P.O. Box 433260, Palm 
Coast, FL 32143-9655. Copyright 2014 by Bauer Magazine L.P. Printed in the USA. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without written permis-
sion of the publisher is prohibited. Mailing Lists: From time to time we make our subscriber mailing list available to companies who sell goods and services that 
we believe would interest our readers. If you would rather not receive such mailings, please send your full name, complete mailing address and name of the 
magazine title to which you subscribe to: Bauer Publishing, Attn: Circulation, 270 Sylvan Avenue, Englewood Cli� s, NJ 07632.

56
Catherine Zeta-
Jones has been 

performing 
since age 9! 

Meredith 
Vieira hopes 
to empower 
women with 
her new talk 

show.
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Her smooth but powerful vo-
cals fueled classic hits like 
“Midnight Train to Georgia” 

and “Neither One of Us (Wants to Be 
the First to Say Goodbye)” and have 
earned Gladys Knight the title of 
the Empress of Soul — but R&B mu-
sic is not the singer’s only passion. At 
70, Gladys is marking a big return to 
a genre that truly inspires her, even 
though it might catch some fans off-
guard. “People may be surprised to 
know I just recorded another gospel 
album,” the famed singer tells Clos-
er of her new CD, Where My Heart 
Belongs, which comes out Sept. 9. 
“But I’ve been doing gospel music my 
whole life. I’ve always done it! In ac-
tuality, every one of my albums with 
the Pips had a gospel song on it,” re-
veals the singer, who began perform-
ing in church at the age of 4. And she 
hasn’t stopped entertaining everyone 
around her since. 

—Reporting by Steve Gidlow

You say some people may be sur-
prised you’ve recorded a gospel al-
bum, but since you’ve done a few 
already, how is this one different? 
I’ve done three albums with my 
choir, One Voice, but this one is to-
tally mine. I have a little studio in my 
house and we brought everyone in. It 

was an amazing, wonderfully spiri-
tual project. 

What else might your fans not 
know about you? 
My husband and I just bought a 
school [in North Carolina]. It won’t 
be a curriculum school, but it’ll be 
more for mentoring and self-involve-

ment. We’ll probably have a studio 
there and teach technology and stuff. 

You’ve been acting on and off 
for years, too, which some 
people aren’t familiar with. 
Yes! I’m doing a movie right now 
called Seasons of Love. It’s a love sto-
ry due out around Christmas that 
will air on the Lifetime network.

Do you enjoy acting?
I do, because I learn something new 
every time, like how to bring out 

emotions with just word and actions, 
and not music, which is what I’m fa-
miliar with. With this project, may-
be because the story is so touching, 
I feel like I’m doing better.

Well, you’re certainly 
keeping busy. How do you 
relax?
I love my tennis! People will 
tell you that if I’m not sing-
ing, I’ll be out there play-
ing tennis. I also like 
playing golf. 

We’re glad you get 
some downtime! 
Is your career still 
managed by your 
family members? 
My son and my daugh-
ter used to manage 
me. They grew up 
traveling with me. 
When they grew up, 
they said, “Mom, 
we’ve been on the 
road most of our 
lives. We can man-
age you.” I said, 
“You’re not man-
aging my mon-
ey until you go to 
school!” [Laughs]

GLADYS KNIGHT EXCLUSIVE

The legendary Motown singer has been making music for 
fi ve decades — but she’s not afraid to sing a di� erent tune
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“I’ve not been a 
perfect person. 
I’m working on 

me all the time.”

HEART     ‘PEOPLE THINK 
    THEY KNOW ME,

BUT THEY’D BE 
SURPRISED!’

18  September 15, 2014  
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GLADYS’ GREAT LOVES

“It turned out so 
unique,” Gladys says 

of her new gospel 
CD, Where My Heart 

Belongs. “I hope 
everyone likes it!”

 Lights, camera, 
Gladys! The singer 
takes a break from 
fi lming Seasons of 
Love with co-star 

LeToya Luckett.
Love with co-star 

LeToya Luckett.

“It turned out so 
unique,” Gladys says 

of her new gospel 
Where My Heart 

. “I hope 

&     NEW 
NOTABLE 

GLADYS’ GREAT LOVES

William McDowell, 
whom Gladys wed in 
2001, “has so many 
gifts,” she raves. It’s 
her fourth but longest 
lasting marriage.
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he became my manager. He’s been 
doing it ever since.

Does being a grandmother help 
you cope at all with your loss?
It’s a blessing. When my son passed 
away, he left five kids and all of them 
came to us. Now I have 17 grandkids. 
And six great-grandchildren! It’s the 
most joyful experience.

Do you spoil them?
Yes! They call me Grandma Pop-
py. They hang all over my husband, 
who is the quintessential grandpa. 
My husband’s just a little boy at heart 
and I’m sure that’s why they cling 
to him. He’s into cars, riding bikes, 
playing basketball — all that stuff. 
He’s just the perfect grandfather.

Do your grandkids keep you 
young?
Absolutely. They’re always saying 
“Poppy, you need these shoes,” or 
“Poppy, you should wear this dress.” 

My husband, too. He brings all the 
“now” fashions to me since I’m real-
ly not a fashionista. I’d just as soon 
put on an old hat and a regular pair 
of pants. But he’ll say, “Oh no, babe. 
You need to put some lipstick on.” 
[Laughs]

You’ve been too busy working to 
be a fashionista!
I do like dressing up, but there was a 
time I didn’t care. I was 17 when I had 
my first child. I had babies and was 
working at the same time, so I gave 
all my care and attention to the kids. 
I actually worked three shows the 
night before I had my daughter! I was 
on the road with the Pips. I wasn’t 
thinking about the clothes. 

So is that your secret fountain of 
youth? Just never stop working?
Well, after I got married, I got fat and 
happy. [Laughs] My husband is nat-
urally fit but he never complained 
about my size. I didn’t even realize 

“I’ve always respected my fans. 
When they talk to people

about me, I want to be somebody 
that they can hold up.”

So you made 
them go to 
college?

Yes! W hen t hey 
g r a d u a t e d ,  t h e y 

teamed up to manage me 
— and did a great job, too. Then my 
son passed away [James Newton 
died of natural causes in 1999 at age 
35] and my daughter was bitten by a 
tick and was sick for three years. We 
almost lost her, too, it was that dead-
ly. During that time, I got married 
and was blessed that my husband 
has management skills.

How did you survive your son’s 
sudden death?
Only by the power of the Lord. The 
movie I’m doing has the element of 
loss in it. And the message that you 
have to move on with your life af-
ter an experience like that. Filming 
some scenes was hard because I had 
to pull all of those memories back 
and relive things.

Having your husband step up to 
manage you must have been a 
comfort. Had you known him for 
a long time?
I’d known him for 30 years before 
we were married. Sometimes that’s 
just the way love is. It can be right in 
front of your face. He started helping 
my daughter manage me until she 
couldn’t do it anymore. So by proxy, 

GLADYS IS AN ALL-AROUND ENTERTAINER

So you made 
them go to 
college?

Yes! W hen t hey 
g r a d u a t e d ,  t h e y 

Heart
TO

HEART

Gladys teamed up with 
comedian Flip Wilson 

for CBS’ short-lived 
blue-collar comedy 

Charlie & Co.

At age 8, Gladys won the 
$2,000 fi rst prize on The 
Original Amateur Hour, 
where she sang Nat King 
Cole’s “Too Young.”

A STAR IS BORN, 1952

GLADYS IS AN ALL-AROUND ENTERTAINER

At age 8, Gladys won the 
The 

where she sang Nat King 

“The Pips — they didn’t let me 
dance,” Gladys jokes. “I used to 
learn all the routines, but when it 
came down to doing it, they said, 
‘You strut, the Pips dance!’”

A PIP IN HER STEP, 1966
FUNNY

BUSINESS, 1985

20  September 15, 2014  
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how big I had gotten; he just loved me 
like I was. But when I started saying 
that I couldn’t breathe or couldn’t 
hold certain notes, he said, “You 
need to do something about that.” 

What did you do?
Just little things at first. My hus-
band never said I should diet or any-
thing, but he helped me by walking 
with me. We’d also just order one en-
tree and split it when we’d go out 
to eat. And I started playing tennis 
more. Then Dancing With the Stars
firmed everything up for me. You do 
five hours a day, seven days a week for 
five months — and I was still on tour. 
That show really helped me with my 
weight, now I just have to keep it up. 

Would your advice to others be to 
stay active?
Yes, be active but also look into your 
health. Get your checkups. Diabetes 
runs in my family and that can con-
tribute to someone’s weight. So get 
checkups with your doctor and if there 
is something you need to do, do it.

Sounds like you’re in a really 
great place right now.
I’ve had some bad times, but I’ve 
had opportunities to redeem 
myself. And I’ve been blessed 
so graciously. I’m happy with 
everything! 

“Music, 
acting,
a tour…

I’m all over 
the place 

now!”

Gladys, Fantasia and Patti LaBelle 
blew the roof o�  the theater when 
they performed with the cast of 
After Midnight at the Tony Awards.
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TRIPLE THREAT, 2014
“That’s What Friends Are 
For,” her collaboration 
with Dionne Warwick, 
Stevie Wonder and Elton 
John, raised $3 million 
for AIDS research.

HIGH NOTE, 1986

DANCE FEVER, 2012DANCE FEVER, 2012
“The thing about Gladys 

is that she’s willing to 
try anything,” said her 
Dancing With the Stars

partner, Tristan 
MacManus.

I’ve had some bad times, but I’ve 
had opportunities to redeem 
myself. And I’ve been blessed 
so graciously. I’m happy with 
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